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IDEA Hall of Fame 

IDEA to induct HuskerVision forefather Jeff Schmahl and  
Atlanta Hawks creative virtuoso David Schindler into the Hall of Fame 

 
Schmahl & Schindler to be inducted at the 2015 IDEA Conference in Seattle, WA 

 

Las Cruces, New Mexico – June 15, 2014 - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE.  The Information 

Display and Entertainment Association (IDEA) will induct Jeff Schmahl, former Production head 

of the University of Nebraska and Texas A&M, and, David Schindler of the Atlanta Hawks into the 

IDEA Hall of Fame.  A formal induction ceremony will take place at the 2015 IDEA Conference to 

be held in Seattle, WA, July 12th through 15th. 
 

Schmahl, helped to establish the University of Nebraska’s HuskerVision production department in 

the early 1990’s, building it into the model for collegiate in-stadium and broadcast programming.  

He would do the same for Texas A &M during their campus-wide installation in the mid-2000s.   

Jeff also served as a consultant on the installation of the Dallas Cowboys giant video display at 

AT&T Stadium.   One of the true visionary minds of the industry, and multiple IDEA GMA 

Award-Winner, Schmahl’s “entertain-inform-inspire” mantra towards programming big screens has  

had a tremendous impact on those was lucky enough to work with and for him.  Thanks to his 

tutelage, numerous former students/employees have advanced to enjoy careers in game 

presentation/production at a variety of organizations, including: Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas Rangers, 

Oklahoma State, Nebraska, Arkansas, Illinois, Auburn, V2 Content and the U.S. Olympic 

Committee, among others. 

 

With IDEA, Jeff served as President from 1998-2000 and helped to solidify IDEA’s administrative 

and financial footing for the future.   He also served as an Executive Board member for six years. 

“To be named to the IDEA Hall of Fame is one of the greatest honors of my life.  IDEA has had a 

tremendous impact in the world of sports entertainment and that is because it is made up of so many 

talented, passionate, and giving people.  To be recognized as someone who has contributed to the 

growth and success of this great industry, is humbling and gratifying.  I 

look forward to being able to share this award with my HuskerVision and 

12th Man Productions family at the conference this summer.” 

Schindler, now in his 22nd year in the industry, currently serves as the 

Hawks’ Vice President of Fan Experience and Production.  He began his 

career in 1994 as a producer at US Air Arena in Washington, DC, before 
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moving to Atlanta to spearhead the Hawks new video department and in-game presentation in 1999.   

His tenure there has been marked by continual advancement; while working alongside Philips Arena 

events, Atlanta Thrashers hockey, Georgia Force arena football and the WNBA’s Atlanta Dream.   A 

9-time IDEA Golden Matrix Award winner, Schindler’s productions continually raise the bar 

industry-wide for creativity, innovation and humor. 

 
A long-standing anchor and presence with IDEA, Schindler has served as host committee chair,  

GMA Chair and currently serves as Treasurer.  David has earned the respect and admiration of his 

peers and membership as a true trendsetter in the industry.  His influence has helped cement the 

annual conference content class and session structure, as well as define the voting criteria and  

process behind the annual Golden Matrix Awards.  A frequent contributor in meetings and forums, 

Schindler’s influence on IDEA’s growth and longevity is undeniable.   “It’s an incredible honor.   

I’m humbled to be included with a group of industry pioneers whom I’ve respected and admired 

throughout my career, and in particular, the late Fran Kowalski, a true friend and colleague, who 

nominated me.  I hope that I can give back a small fraction of what IDEA has offered me over the 

years, a group I consider to be the most creative and coolest fraternity in the world.”   

 

About the IDEA Hall of Fame 

Created in 2008, The IDEA Hall of Fame recognizes IDEA members, past and present, who have 

made a significant impact on the organization or industry.  Its core values are: Honoring Excellence, 

Preserving History and Inspiring Future Generations. 

 

About IDEA 

IDEA is the premier association for professionals in the large-screen, event and in-game 

entertainment/presentation industry.  Founded in 1982, IDEA’s membership is comprised of the 

producers, directors, operators and industry vendors for teams, public facilities and manufacturers 

worldwide.  IDEA encompasses all branches of the sports, entertainment and convention industries, 

including baseball, basketball, football, hockey, racing, soccer, arenas, 

convention centers, stadiums and universities.  


